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Matros 


I-l Asam. Cons. Septiembre 11, 1954 


APERTURA DE LA SESION 
Se Se abve la sesiéna a las 53:07 p.m, bajo la presidencia 
Presidente, Honl Glare M. Recto. 

EL PRESIDENTE. Se abre l. sesion. 

DISPENSACION DE LA LECTURA DE LA LISTA 

EL SR. ABORDO. Sefior Presidente. 

BL SR, PRESIDENTE, Sefior Delegado. 

EL SR. ABORDO, Pido que se dispense la lectura la lista, 
prosumiende la prewencia de un "quorum, * 

RL SR, PRESIDENTE, Hay alguna ebjecién a la mocién? (si- 
lencio) La Mesa no oye ninguna. Queda aprobada. 

Se dispense 1a lectura de la lista, presumiendo la pre- 
sencia de un "quorum, * 

DI SPENSACION DE LA LECTURA DRL ACTA 

EL SR, ARTECHE, Sefior Presidente, 

SR, PRESIDENTE, Sefer Delegado. 

EL SR. ARTEGHS, Pido que se dispense la leetura del ac- 
ta correspondiente a la sesién del dfa 10 de Septiembre de 
1934, d&@mdose la mism por aprobada. 

EL SR, PRESIDENTE, Hay alguna objecién a la moci‘on. ( 
(silencio) La mesa no oye ninguna. Queda probads, 

Se dispense la lectura del acta, ddndose la misma por 


apro bada,. 


DEP AGHO DE LOS ASUNTOS QUB ESTAN SOBRE LA MESA DEL 
SR, PRESIDENTS 


EL SR. PRESIDENTS, Léanse los documentos vecibedos. 

BL SR, SEGRETARIO?) leyendo. 

MR, REYES. Mr. Presidente 

THE PRESIDENTE, The gentleman fram Sorsogon. 

wr. Reyes. Mr. President, I yield the balance of the 
time of the af irmative side to the delegate from Launion, 


Mr. Osias. 
MR, OSIAS. Mr. President. 








* 
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THE PRESIDENT, The gentleman from La Union has the 
floor, 

MR, OSIAS, My, Presisdent, and gentlemen of the Conven- 
tions Previleged to make use of the réemining munutes of the 
ten hours alloted to the de bate b ¥y an agreement of both sides, 
I beg leave to request my colleagues to indulge me, my time 
being limited, to make a connected statmanht. Mr, President, 
it must be @ suree of gratification to all the members of ¢ 
this convention to h ve witnessed this long debate carried o 
on in a non-partisan spirit; all participated in discussing 
the question at issue calmly, dispassionately, and on a high 
plane, These facts have comuended themselves to public epi- 
nion meriting editorial comments, This, fur hermore, sugurs 
well if eontinued for the future work that is to be underta- 
ken by this body, and tegether, I believe they constitute a 
veritable as:et to this Genvention. This debate, furthermore, 
has, I think , served to dissipate much of the confusion that 
origimlly existed. It has compelled thigking and study on +t 
the part of the numbers of this convention. It has cyrstalli- 
aed opinions in this body with respect to the mature and scope 
of the comstitution that we should approve am these, in my 
humble judgment, deepened the confidense of the public in this 
august body, end in itself constitute a contry{s gain. 

Z wish to adirss myself for a few brief moments to the 
main arguments advanced agaiast the pending rewolution. The 
firet is a legalistic consideration having to do with the 
question as to whether or not the Constitutional Gonvention 
is elothed with the power to draft a constitutionboty for 
the Commonwealth and the period that shall ensue following 
the expiration of the period of transition. 

uany of our legal minds whose name and fame in the bar 
of this coutxy are secure, have expressed themselves at 
variance with one another, It is pleasing to mote, certain 
that onthe part of the vexy once who opposed 





ly it is to me, 
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the resolution are men who hold to the belief and convie- 
tion that this Constitution) Convention is elothed with pow- 
ers to @pprove a constitution for the Philippine Commo nwea}th 
not only but for the government that shal. supersede the Com 
monwealth @mee the period of transition has expired, None whe 
opposed the vesolution cited an opinion or a prevision of the 
law prohibiting us fromapproving or formulating a constitution 
bor both the commonwealth and the Republic. On the ether hand, 
those who believe that we do have that power cited several 
sections of the Acg and several procedents to show that ve 

do bh ve the power to approve @ constitution that shall extend 
beyond the ten-year period cf transition, that this donstituw 
tion that we are do draft and formulate shall not only be a 
provi siom] one in nature but it shali be velatively permnent 
as human Shings are permanent, 

The next question thatha had been harped upen was that 
this resolution is unnecessary, and yet I wuld say that the 
varying divergenee of opinion existing on the part of those 
whe rose to speak against the resolution, that fact in itself 
is proff positive of the necessity of taking definite action, 
I contend, Mr. President, with those who have spoken in favor 
of the yesolution that definite action upon it is necessary. 
we want to know that guide we shall have in the labors not 
ohly of our respective comsittees but in the labors of the 
Gonvention @s a whole. We are now busy at wrk in the Comm 
mittee on Sponsorship deliberating upon the very preamble of 
the Constitution, and I cite this to prove the necessity 
of action upon this resolution because one of the phrases | 
found in the preambpe submitted by the comittes headed by 
the distinguisnved Delegate, Mr. Romumldez, used these words: 


to secure the essing of liberty and democracy to ourselves | 


end our posterity, Unless the constitution that we aye to 


dvaft end formulate is to te continuous and more or 1¢ss por- 
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menent, there is redundaney in the use of the word "posterity"; 
ond if we should desire the adopt » constituti n only for 

the Commonwealth, then we should say we are approving a 
Constitution to seeure for ourselves for tenyears the es- 
Sings of liberty and democzacy. Again, I wepeat, we need toe 
have a definite guide hy our decisiog, a decision that 

shall be sebf-imposed and not imposed from without. 

The other point is that if we appsove a constitution both 
for the Commonwealth and the Republic we would be biding the 
hands of future generations, we would be Closing the avenue 
to those wh will come afterus and that we are tying the 
hands of the youth, The answer, Mr, Presidet, is that all 
constitutions ave made for the future, never for the past, 
never for the present, What is the difference between for- 
mulating a constitution for ten years and a constitutionfor 
ten years and one month, or eleven years? We are not ealled 
upon, immy opinion, if we respect the dignity of @ bedy such 
as this, if we are to repect the nandate blinding ow om 
electton to come here, wé should not thirk our respojsi bility 
in framing @ constitution for al times if need be because in 
so doing, we urenot binding the hands of the future for take 
it that every wel-ordered constitution shall provde means of 
amending it, Bither is tote or in part. And anent the arg une h 
ghat we ave bindim the hands of the youth who are goint to 
be affected my answer is : for from tying the hands of the 
youth, we ave unlessening the bonds that tie them to a future 
of dependy and affecting the instrument for their own libera~ 
tion. 

The sericuw aggunent that merits respectful attention 
is the aggument adduced by two or three men respected in this 


Conventione er in this ouitry, among them the Delegate from 
that we should not place a check 





Tayabas, Mr. Reyes, mmely, 
upon eur seoverignty, that w ought not to aliow the President 
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of the United States to have a deck on an act which sheld 

be purely soverign by giving hin a hand to pass judement 

upon the eonstitution for a futube republic. I admit that 

this observation is meriteriouw of our serious attention, 
their side presented ably, merits our study thouwht, reflection. 
i simpley plage the other side of the pigtuye, I simply place 
the other side of the other side of the picture, Is it not 

a source of pride and satisfaction? Should it not be a souree 
of satisfaction to the Filipino people that even under a 
state of dependency, withthe stars and stripes waving overr 
US, we aye permitted to deliberate upen a constitution net 
oniy for the Gommonweal but for the Repuclie, and when this 
constitution for boty types of government shall go seross the 
vast Pacifie for the examination of the President, not for his 
disapproval but for his s@xamimtion 4f the President should 
see fit to plaee his sanction upen that instrument, Mr. Pre- 
sident, great would have been the gain from our countxy because 
ours will have been the privilege of mvinmg dafted am instru- 
ment, & constitution that has merited the virtual sagtion of 
the president of the United States, the co.ntry who friend- 
ship we shall need for al time to come. (Appaluse). 

Mr. President, I wohld simply empasize three or fou 
points inthe few minutes remaining, What havé we been fight- 
ing for? we have not fought for a Commonwealth, we have not 
fought for this goverment for ten years. Our spokesman, 
thanks to the belssinss of the Filipine people, thirteen mil- 
lion of the, — with maniate that they sould labor 
for independence and now shal we refuse to draft an instru 
ment for an independent government? We have fowht for inde- 
pendence for what ¢ To end uncertianty, and now we are going 
te proleng that wugertainty by our om choosing. If we aprove 
a constitituion, and this is my seeond point, mot only for the 
Gomnonwealth but for the Republic, we shall be reasserting 
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anew ond onee again our detemination to be content with the 
other type of covernment than that whieh is free aw indepen- 
dent. 

My, President, we have announced to the world that 
independence is what we want. Now is our Opportunity to an- 
no nee to this convention, to announce to this country, to 
anno need to America, to announce to the world, that at our 
fixet apportunity we reaffirm our determination to be indepen- 
dent and free (Appaluse), 

My. President, 1 want to call the attention of the men- 
bers of this Cokvémtion to the @nly Mear and unequavoeal pro- 
nouncemta of a Gongyessionoal Bedy on the purpose of the law, 
When the origianl Hare-Hawes-Cutting Bill was approved by the 
Senate Comnittee on Territorvies and Imsular Affaire in its 
report, Report A. 761, pag 5, 72nd Gongress, analyzing the 
purpese of the bill, we havethhs statement. I am quoting what 
is ays: “Im a general way, 3. 3622, may be said to gontain 
four major purpose as follows: (1) To provide for the draft- 
ing of a gonstitution for a free and independent goverumat 
of the Philippine Isalnds. 

Analysing in detail the contents of the bill, said repert 
provided as follows: "Im detail, the bill (#. 3822) provides 
as follows: (1) That the Philippine Legislature shall 4 ect 
delegates to a constitutional Convention for the purpose of 
drafting a eonstitution for af ree and independent government 
* The words are clear and there is no single man who can 


show me my document that is & reversal of that statement of 
the Congressional Gomuittee. 

Me. President, In closim 1 want to pead for a sonsti- 
tution that is contnucus md pemanent. As the very opponents 
of this resolution contend, in Section 2, paragraph (b), Sub- 


section (2) Provision is made for the coutinvtion of the of- 
officers elected under the Comon- 


If that eonti- 


figers, the constitutional 
welath into the government that shall follow. 
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nity is aceppted, then greater should be the aeceptance of + 
the proposition of the ne d not Only of the continuation of 
officers, bub of the Constitution, the instrument under which 
these officers shall operate, Mr, President, there is less ex- 
cuse for us then there was for the members of the American 
Convention to provide for a more or less permanent eonstitition. 
Those mén who were brave and hold teok a courgeous stand; they 
did not have the prefedents that we bave. We have as precedents 
not only the constitution of the United States and the Gonsti-+- 
tutions of the different states of the Union but also all of 
the modem republics and governments. We can and shold draft 
a constitution not omly for ten years but for the many t on 
years that will follow. Mr. President, the degree of continui- 
ty and permanence of our work here is the measure of statemen- 
ship of the Filipino People and other leaders, I plead that 
we go om record on the first opportunity to draft a eonstitu- 
tion not only provisional but permanent, and Ge something, — 
some hing that will merit the respect of Ameries that is in 
keeping withthe sacrifices of our people and which shal bs 
to eomplete satisfaction of the Filipino people's patience, 
patrictiam, sacrifices, and margyrdom, I THANK YOU, 

EBL SR, KAPUNAN ; Sefer Presidate. 

EL SR, BRESIDENTE, Selior Delgado. 

BL SR, KAPUNAN, No parece que hamos consumido ya todo 
@1 tiempe que mos pertenceia y parece que vamos a entrar en 
01 debate de los diez minutos, segin ¢1 acuerdo adoptado, Bn 
este @aso, voy a hacer uso del privolegio de los dies minutos, 
habiande @l1 primero eon ¢1 consentimbente de los compafieros. 

EL SR, PRESIDENTE, Tiene la palabra su sefioria. 

DISOURSO EN GONTRA? DEL SR, KAPUMNAN. 


ML SR, KAPUNAR, Sefior presidente y Gaballeres de ia 


convencion: @omo siempre he dicho, he @ido um gran admirador 


Su diseurse arcrebatador 6s un titulo 
yo no poseo 


del eomisiojado Osias, 
mis para que continde siendo su aimirador; 9ero 


| 
| 
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ia orateria de que 6) siempre ha dispuesto, y naturalmente, 
tenge que valeme de etros Fecursos para haeér comrender a 
ios eyentes mis ideas. | 

Ho me seuerdo ⸗ortea momentos quien fue ©] autor de 
a quelle fibula de le sorra, Creo que si nofre simeanieso, lo 
fué iriarte, La questién es que cuando le sor-e vé’uma uves 
ie gustorom tanto que quiso saltar para Gogerlas, peo como 
estaban tan altas, » eansé y no pudo eonseguie: mda, y 
dijo parasu propia satisfaceiém: son demsindo verde”, Creo que 
@s0 6s 10 qu® paSa, que pare mf son demasiado verdes lo rasona- 
mentos 4¢] eaballe-e por La Union, £1 dios que hay um neee- 
Sided de qe nosotros @xpr sence anuestro sentir, que hagamos 
umm expresiém de nutstra actitud @ de la actitud que debvemes 
adoptar para femular le constitueion, perc si 6) eaballers 
por La Unidm est4 convencido, como yo lo estoy, de que 
la Ley TydingeeMueduf ie as clara, @ concisa sobre este punto, 
elarided coneiaién que, -egin 41 mismo hen comprendido ics 
ael comité de présmbulos 21 decizn, al forular em el predubulo 
que al constitasion no solamente had de durar, no acglamente 
hea de poquerir el bienestar para la prese\te generneién, sino 
para el el porveniz, entiendo eaballeros, que esta mism frase 
para el porvenir indies ya de por ef «1 carieter de nuestra 
constituetén. Bn otros témminos en @ mismo prefmbulo consta 
la maturealesa de esta constitveién, sino tanbidm pare 
cunndo @1 apis sea declarada independiente. Yo, caballeros, 
francamente, somo ya he @idho varias veets y afm lo voy « re” 
petir, estoy en um tedo conforme con los puntos de vista dai 
Gabeliers por La Unies, pero no veo 1s mecesidad de que hga- 
nos le que se dies on 1s Pesolusiém, ¥ dio yo qus no puede 
acertar la reson de la mecesidad dada por @1 eaballere por 
La Uniée, rezém, que, sagun 41, dseansa On iss divergeneins 
de opinion @xpresadas aqui por cada uno de los tomaron parte 
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en este debate, a mi modo de ver, sefier Presidente y eabae 


lieres de la Asamblea, la divergencia de las Opiniones expre- 


sadas aqui se debe exclusivamente a nuestra naturalésa humana 
Que, Gomo subemos dende hay dos hombres, siempre hay diver- 
gencia d@ opinion, dumto mis en um asanblea compuesta de 
doscientes hombres, y esto no quere decir que existe la nece- 
Sidad de que adoptemos esa resolucién. 

Sefior Presidente Y Gabalieros de la Asamblea; para pin- 
tar la situaciém, me permiterén que yo les cuente um case que 
occurrié, an cierto juzgado de primera instaneia de provineias 
que pwesidfa um juez Amerigano, que desde America, sin pasar 
tal vez por Manila, fue a ogupar su puesto endicha provineia, 
de guyo mombre mo quero recordam, al imuguyrar.... 
la sesién judieail, trajo al jumgaldo los practicas parlamen- 
tarias @n America, tal vez. Se llamo a vieta um cuasa y com- 





parece una vieja, de unos 45 alios, y ¢1 Jeez se leventa de su 
asiento alga la mano y la administra @] juramento ala ofen- 
dida entondes, y la dico: "Do you @lenniy swer that the tes- 
timony that you are going to give inthis ease shahl be truth, 
all the truth and nothing but the truth, Bl intérprete, con 
la eonformidad del Juez, traduce en esta froma el juramentés 
Ryura Vd. Solamente que el caraboa voléd, unos dicen que sf 
y otros dicenque no." ¥ la mujer dice, uu, y 61 Juez contes- 
ta: so hel you god. 

pe tal manere qye en este caso s@ ha pueste desde enton- 
ces en tela de juicio si el earabao volé, unos dicaon que no, 
y otros dicen que si; ya desde entonces demostré la diver- 
geneia de opinion, por lo monos entre gquelia mujer que asin- 
tié que el carabac volé y @1 Juzgado que recomendé a Dies que 
la aydasa en su asentimiento,. Si sacamos de este cuento la 
moralesja, exeo que podamos aplicarla en if resolucién Osfas, 


en estos témminos: Si equalquiere de nosotros hubierramos que 
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esccribir um piesa de historia matuml, describiendo las per 


ticucaridades del earabao, diremos: Bs un animal vertebral de 


dos cuernos; patese y reprsente la idiesineracia del Pilipine 
on #4 manera de andar indolento, Y una particularidad ms 
SO Solaza recolueandose en el cieno, Siguiendo el curse del 
razommiento del Sr. Osias, el historiador did: Es um ani- 
mal que no sabe volar, 

Tendreme necessidad, s . Presidente, de escribir entre 
las particularidaddes del animal que no sabe volar? Si esta! 
en la mente de todos y cada une de mosotros que no tiene alas 
para volors si 1a Ley TydingseMucDuffie nos dise claramente 
ewhl es le politica trazada en esta ley, y es la que e@xactamente 
debemos «deptar en la fomulacién de muestra Gonstitution: si 
ya en @l predambulo, que supomgo va a s@r aprobado por esta 
Asam-blea se dice, que la constituticién, tenderd a buscar la 
felicidad no slamente de la presente generacién, sino de las 
futuras gen yaciones, Esto qui-ere decir, Sr. Presidente, que 
este mismo Hecho dete mim ya de um mdo claro e1 cardscter 
de nuewtra constitueién, proque como bien ha dicho e] Gabalie- 
vo por L& Union, serfa vedundancia que se posiese en el predm- 
bulo la expresién para el provenir si guestra constitutién no 
abare-va mis que el periode de transcién. Que nosotros tengomos 
nuestras mneras diferntes de ver los asuntos, no es nada extra~ 
i@. Bl pesta ha dicho: “Ea este mundo no my verdad ni mentira; 
todo se segu @l color del cristal conque se mira, Si ends 
dia estamos -vendo personal en sociedad gon otwa persom y 
estan eiencuemafios durmienio en un mismo lecho bajo un mis~- 
mo techo, y sin efbargo, no haven tis que divergirse en sus 
@piniones. Me refiero a los mridos y & sus mujeres, Si entre 


dos miembros que formn ume sociedad munca se llega & um asuer- 


do, por que vamos & @sperar esta acuerdo de doscientes hombres? 


Si del merido y de la mujer, con estos desacuerdo s@ saca sin 


enbarge um buen provecho, que es la procreacion de los Bijos 


para pajorar la psteridad, per que vasén de esta mism diver- 
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gencia BO Sacemos el partide de obtener lo bueno que tenemos 


aque, Oh gragia & ↄose desaguerdo? Un a vez mas digo que es in- 
ditil, immecesaria la resoluciém, 81 hicieramos lo que se de- 
dea que hagamos en @sta resolucién, vendrianca repet ebir 
aguello que §izo us pinter :pinté unas lfeores y abajo puso es- 
ta leyenda: estas son flores. Que necesidad hay de que se haga 
esa declaracién, si nuestros ojos venque la printura representa 
& una flores? Si nuewtra constitueién abarea el periodo de 
transiciém y ha dollegar consus efectos hasta la independen- 
cia, qué necesidad hay de que dizams que @sa @s lagonustitu- 
cion, que ese es @1 efecto? La Constitucion es lo que es, 
Aqui es han @itado libros biblicos, y yo voy a vepetir aqui 
lo que dijo Dios: Soy lo que seyi La sonsitticion es lo 
Gu@ sé, no importa las definiconas que se la dén, 

MR, RESYES (B.). Mee President, the uext speaker on 
the affirmative side will be the delegate from Hohol, Mr. 
Buslon,. 

THE PRESIDENTE? The gentleman from Hehol 

MR, BUSLON. Mr. President and gentlemen of the 
Gonventions I must be frak with you. In the beginning, I veal- 
ly the ght thet there was ho necessity for this zesolucion, 
bub as the discussions wenot enthrough these few weeks that 
we have becnhearim erations fromthe debegates gathered in 
this Gonvention, I have come to the coneglusion that this 
Gonveneion, should it not define its stand as to the nature 
of the donstitution that it is going to draft today, runs the 
risk of beim blamed ty the generations that are to come, Gen- 
tlemen, I thought that theye was no danger for miinteingin y 
my posititiong them as regrad to this constitution, because 
the leader of the opponents, the ¢@legate fvom Leyte, midn- 
tains that there is really no necessity See the resolution. 
But when the delegates from Cavite, fxvom Monila and from Ta- 
yabas defined here the stand of the opponetu 6f the Fexo- 
lution, I saw clearly that were i to vemain the opponents of 
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vnas resolution, I would be voting agains my conviction 
knowingly, freely wns with such premeditation, 

Er. Presidente, I want to to wh oMly a few of the main 
objedtions advanced here by the opponents of the resolugion,. 
First, thet it -weuld be rediculous for -a free nation-- 
suprosing thet we were feee now, the constitation is intedned 
for a free Philippine s--for us to submit our Constitution to 
the approval or disapproval of another free nation like the 
United States. 

Yes, I agree with the gentleman from Tayabas that 
it would seem ridiculous, but let us exemige what we dd 
be the contents of the constitution that this donvenbtion 
is supposed to formulate and to darft. What are those 
limitations? I think Mr. President, that the only object 
of Gongress is requirim that this constit&titon we are going 
to draft sheuld be submitted for the approval or disapproval 
of the President of the United States is te see to it that the 
limitations se forth inthe Tydings-MeDuffie law ave placed 
or inserted inthe Consittution., What are those limitations? 
we must estalbihs here a government, republican in form. If 
we were soverign now or independent fyom the United States, 
gho eof us have would establish here @ monarchy, who of us here 
would establish here a diétatorship? I think you will @ree 
wi me that the logdeal conelusion of everyone is that we 
should establish a govermment no other than republican insti- 
tution fromthe imeeption of American rule in the Philippines 
until now. 

Wow, @s to weligion, there must be a feedomof reli- 
gion; that that feedem must be guaranteed in the constitution. 
Who of us here, were we fully soverign @odyy, would maintain 
thet the state must be the distator of the conscience of an 


individual? Who of us here, were we fully sovereign todpx, 
te must be united? Who of us 


gonsent te repeat in 


would say that the ehureh and sta 
here, were we fully sovereign today, would 
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this country the herrers of inquisition? As to foreign 
affeirs, whet are the limitations that are required tebe 
inserted inthe constitution? 1 mean, ave they not merely su- 
pervisory in ature? In fact, the Tydings-Mueduffie law says 
that during the ransition peeked the goverment of the United 
States exercises supervision and wntrol ever foreign affairs. 
I understedn by supervisionad control that that is only 
placed there az a mtter of coursé@, but the directionof foreign 
watters my be and we should axercise then direotly. 

Mr. Presidente, it has Also been advan:ed here that if 
we freme a gonstitution that will be intended not only for the 
Commonwealth but also for the Republie thereafter, we would 
be making a consitituion primarily America inneture and 
secondarily Pilipine, That was maintaned ny my fried, the hoe 
norable delegate from Gebu, I would like to remind the centle- 
men of this Convention that we would mot have been convened in 
thie hall teday had not the Filipino people, through the Phi- 
iippine Ligsilature, accepted the Independence. law. Do we not 
have in the rresponsibility of thet law by the acceptance of . 
the ame? Is it mot tmue that the constitution we are going 
to fommulate and draft befor iW age become operative, over 
these Iskkmds the same must be submitted first to the ap roval 
or disapproval of the Filipino people? if it were to be approved 
or disapproved by the Amerigan President, I would agree that 
the constitution, th t our constitution showld be primrily 
American in mature. Mr. Presidents it is interesting, ‘ndeed, 
to note the divergent opinions advanced here, There was alse 
one centhhman here whe said that should we fomulate a consti- 
tubion todey intendei to be infcree during the republic we w 


would be deprivijg the future of the glory that is theirs. 
ux. President, I do not think, se @ humble member of this 


coukthktion from the third district of Bohol--third ebhas 
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delegate--] don(t think that the question here is whe 
sheuld be gleoriouw. I do not think timt the question here 
is whe should momepeliese the Glory that there in consti tu- 
tion making, if there is any, Ne, the question I believe 
is: shell we do our duty? If we do ow duty, then the 
fubure generations, in passing judgementever the work 

eof the Comvention, will say the public md the future has 










been served by the gentleman gathered here tedgy. 1 thank 






YO lis 


























ASAMBLEA CONSTITVYENTE 
SR. KAPUNAN. Sefiery Presidente, eedo diez minutos al 
Delegade por Negroes occidental, 
BL PRESIDEN, Tieme la pelabra @1 Delegade per 
Albay. 


SPEECH BY DELEGATR PEREZ (T.) 


MR. PEREZ. Mre President and Gentleman of the Con- 
vention: Im vising te oppose the Osias resolution I 
would prefer to quote paertinent statement made on our 
Independence Law by Cengressional leaders upon whose wisdom 

andferesighted statesmanship depended to 4 large measure 

the passage of that act. I shall not take up yow precious 
time nor buwden you with useless wepetitions of arg uments 
already adduced? by eppeemts to the sesolution, You have 
heard enoich of indi#viduel epiniens eceming from distinguish- 
ed members of the bar arad dench as well as veteran Legis- 
lators in ow convention. [et us, therefore, take you 
this afternoon, by a stretch of” time imagimtion, te the 
American Coneress, the very scene off eur battle fer liberty 
and there gather some statesman like preno uwements 
calculated to bring about our smageeipatien threwh the 
instrumentalities of peace. 

me. -Presidens,- Wee n-a-2i ven-Statatue-or-any-apet 

ur. President, When 4 given statute er any part 


thereof is ahbiguou or is, gup@seeptible ef twe or more 
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interpretations, we resort to the rules of stat urery 
construction, Thus, where, as in this case of the Tydings- 
MeDuffie Law, ¢onflicitne interpretations seem to arise, 
and there being no decision as yet rendered on the matter 
by the diciary, the invariable rule of statutory cons- 
truction is that we mesert to determine the legi slativeint 
intent which may be ascertianed by @onsulting the views 
of those who expressed their opinions thro uh debates 
end speeches, I gall, therefore, have cegasion now to 
quote Repre sentative Hare, one of the staunch sponsor 
eof the Hare-Hawes-Guthing laws which is genrally conceded 
te be the self-same Tydings-MeDuffie law that grants our 
Independence and autho rizes the holding of our convention, 
with but slight modifications, Representative Hare, upon 
asking uneminous consent te extend his remvrks, as report- 
ed in Gengr -ssionmal Reeord for Friday, April 8, 1932, 
Vel. 75, p. 7778, among othe r things said; 
"x x x The salien provisions of the bili may 
be sumcapised as follows; 
i. Prevision is mde for the adoption of acons- 

titution and the establishment of the government of 

the Gommonwealth ef the “hilippine isalnds, a1 te 

exist pendinm; complete independence, * 

t% is significant, Mr. President, that after speak- 
kmz of the adoption of a constStution and the estab lish- 
ment of the zoverument of the Commonweal of the fhilip- 
pine Isalnds, Representative Haze had to use the wrds 
“all to exist pending complete independence.” Ada, when 
he spoke of pending complete independence, he could not 
have referred to an independent Philippines bu ex- 
ehusively te the Philippine Gemmonweal and to te 
twansition peried. His language is at onee categorical 


and emhatie, There 
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and hati —* bis 
emp @. There gan be ne reem for doubt/th at 


the Censtitution he intended us to draft and fomulate 


to-day md now is exelusively for the Commonwealth Gevern- 
me nt. 

How, Mr. resident, let me present to you the testimony 
of another gentleman from the same Chamber whose int« zest 
in Filipine wel fare is unlimited, From him we night 
receive the bezeon light that may guide and lead us elearly 
te our pert of diestination in spite of the revugh was 
and treachereus shoal that abeun in our deliberations 
te solve the resolution and cenfromting us. I vefer, 
Gentlemen of the Convention, to the lion. Gayber, whose 
epinion en the question of what consita&tion we are te 
fermulate coincided with what of Representative Hare, 

The Gengr«ssional Record for Saturday, April % 1932, Vel. 
76, pe 7833, veperted Representative Garber as saying 
among the ether things in the wmurse of a speech favorin 
Philippine Independence en the floor of the “euse of 


Representatives; 


*1. The Pilipine peeple are authorized te 
adept a constitution and institute the government 
af the Cemmenwealth ef the Fhilippime Isalnis, which 
will exist pending complete Indqpendence, Under such 
gevermment they will enjoy complete automomy as te 
domestic affaris, subjeet only to certain reservations 
to safeguard beth the sovereignty and the rspensi- 
bilities of the United States. 


Mr. President, if this statemtn of Respresentative 
Garber smetnted te amythings and if such opinion eo uld be 
of any weight upon eur preblem to-day, I venture te state 
that once more the opponents to the resol tion have foud 
additional strom arguments in their faverl It is in- 
eeonceivable hew Gengress sould ever comtemplate a gonsti- 
tution for the Commonwealth and the Republie of these 
islands with guarentee of complete automomy as to our 
domewtie affairs and still with ce reainprevisions ef 


reservations to safequard not only the soverignuty but 


elee the respeonsim@ities ef the Wmited States when we 








finally bedeme free and independent, And, yet that is 
exactly the situtation that propeents of the reselucion 
weuld have America Assume to-day and in the future even 
after and lapse of ten years. 

Ast but not least, ue. President, I shall present 
to you @ statesman promo meement, one that inspires 
US, DPpements te the resoluticn, in the the ught that even 
eon the fleor ef Congress itself we have had a fimd of 
eur own flesh and blood, whe guided by the same light 
that illwumines the path of those whe oppose the resolu- 
tion in tis convention, understood and interpreted our 
basic law in tems of miking ow consitution epprative 
ebly durim the Comenwealth period, Aware of the Cur- 
rent epinien among Concr ‘ssional leaders to whom he has 
endeared himself md civen al the opportunity and tine 
wo study, discuss, disect, and digest the law, his epinien 
enthis particular question diowld be enlightening md 
autheritative,cenelusive, And when I sensi der, Mr, 
president and Gentleman of the Convention, and the serious 
cireustane:s underwhich such utterance had been made 
yogether with the grave ERM responsibility he had te his 
people whe he respresented in Congress as Resident ComuissSie- 





ner , I aa 8ll the more conviced that mo seoner, no maturer 
judgment cevulé ever be made, 62 m vital a question as the 
Philuppine Constitution, Queting this gentleman few whom 

I have the creatst admiration and adherence to the prinei 
ciples he had espe sed, emo unting even to fansticism on 

my part, 1@ me pepeat his own language whieh i mow &sk 
permissiento use as Mm argumen against the pending vreso- 


lution, and it Ss as fol ows: 
“x XXIt may not be amiss briefly to sum 


A marize the salient featurs of the bill. The first 
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Section 1. Authorizes the filipine peeple te 


held a 
Geonustitutic 
vention te formulate and draft a — ——6— 


ie Se LeSee yee azuinesst 

The foregoing elequen remarks, Mr. President, are 
the exat words ef the distinguished delgate from La 
Union deliveréd on the leer of the “euse of represent a- 
tives of the United States when he urged the approval of 
the Hare Bill that he claims tebe substantially the same 
incependence act that new eecupies us. As our legitimate 
representative in Congryss with authority te veice ew 
contiments, he had comuitted himeelf te a statement the 
transcendence of whieh we must now realize. We eannet 
very well a a ppeple disewn, nay, disauthorize ow spekes- 
man in who e ability and patrictiem we have chosen to 
eonfide the destiny ef eur centry when ow battle fer 
freedom was then beinmz: fo wht. Ours is now the duty te 
upheld and sustain his original and solemn interpretation 
of the coustitutional aspect of the Law and thus convince 
the whole werld that upen the subject ef Philippine Inde- 
pendence we have a unity of action, of thought and of 
sentiment. To a@ppreve the pending resolution weuld be to 
refute and even palace at naught the brilliant qualiti«s 
ef our rResident Comuissioner whose hereic expléite and 
adventures in Congress nearly bordered on if not equaled 
those of peestdent Quezen. We cancot appreve this resel- 
lution witho.s the garge of inconsistency being leveled 
at us. Therefore, Mr. President, as long as we @am help 
it, ss len “na’the pewer still lies in ow hamds, se 
long must we mot consent to pe wilfully misled. We shall 


digappreve this rewo.ubion because we want te carry oft 


the legislative intent ef Gengress impassing this measure 


and because we want te yegonecile Mr, Osias, the Delegate 


fa LA Union, the Resident Comsissioner from the 


Philippine IshBnuds. 
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De MR, SALUMBIDES, Mr. President, inview of the 
information received that the Howe of Representatives 
will meet taningt, 1 move the adjewn the session. 


LAVANTAMIENTO DE LA SBSION. 
£L PRESIDENTE, Si mo hay abjecion, se Levanta la 


sesion hasta mafianma a las einco de la tarde, 


Bran las 6:08 f. nm 








